
DANCES WITH HISTORY
Now that summer is drawing to a close, it's time to think back to the dawn of  
warm weather and more daylight. In late April the Society enjoyed a beautiful 

-- not to mention successful -- fundraising gala, complete with raffle prizes, at 
the Hibernian Hall. Thanks to all who attended (and to 

everyone who didn't hide when the camera was nearby)!
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Above: Board members Peter Telep and 

Stacey Bogacz draw a ticket for another  

lucky raffle winner



Director’s Report 
“Digging Up Stamford,” our archaeological exhibit of  
Stamford, has now closed, and we are looking forward 
to our fall exhibit which will deal with the more recent 
history of  the city. The exhibit, “Urban Renewal, The 

Emergence of  Modern Stamford,” will deal with the 
history of  the urban redevelopment of  the downtown 
area, or “southeast quadrant,” from 1959 to the pre-

sent. The exhibit is sponsored by the F. D. Rich Com-
pany, and SHS has benefited greatly from the knowl-
edge and participation of  Mr. Robert N. Rich, a for-

mer SHS board member, in preparing this exhibit. Mr. 
Rich made his company’s photo archive and clipping 
files available to the Society. Since at this point there is 
no published book or manuscript dealing with the his-

tory of  Stamford’s Urban Renewal Project, it was nec-
essary to do a great deal of  primary research. We pe-
rused newspaper articles, primarily those of  the Advo-

cate, and also interviewed and went through the corre-
spondence of  some of  the key players. The research 
was facilitated by notebooks of  clippings kept by the 

Citizens’ Action Council, which was a key support 
group to the Urban Redevelopment Commission from 
1960 to 1970. The notebooks were put together by 
current SHS board member Pobie Johnston. The ex-

hibit will focus particularly on the period from 1959, 
when F. D. Rich Company was chosen as the city’s sole 
sponsor of  renewal, through 1982, when the Stamford 

Town Center was completed. Subsequent projects such 
as 177 Broad St., 300 Atlantic St. and the later Stam-
ford Forum buildings will be addressed as well. The 

exhibit is slated to be mounted at the Palace Theater 
in the gallery space on the second floor and in the sec-
ond floor atrium area. It will include photos, models 
and memorabilia.

 Since the urban exhibit will be off-site, we are also 
preparing an in-house exhibit to be mounted in the 
spring. It will feature recently restored portraits from 

the SHS collections and will be put together by a 
committee consisting of  yours truly, Ron Marcus and 
our collection committee chair, Margaret Bowen. We 

tentatively plan to have the Oct. 26 Founders’ Day talk 

revolve around 19th century painting and are hoping 

to have Alexander Katlin, the conservator of  our por-
traits, speak about conserving, preserving and restoring 
paintings at the spring Victorian Tea. We'll be in touch 
as we continue to make preparations! 

    —Dr. Thomas Zoubek

Those Who Make It All Possible
The Society cannot function without its dedicated vol-
unteers, and it's time to honor three who plan and 
bring to fruition the Society’s museum trips. On a 

sunny day in June, 27 people boarded a bus and 
headed off  to spend the day at the Florence Griswold 
Museum in Old Lyme. Our lovely day was the result 

of  months of  work and planning by Carolyn Simon, 
Lambrina Mathews and Mary Ann Lawlor. These 
museum trips are open to both members and non-

members, and the Society has gained new members as  
a result of  the trips. They are often tied to the subject 
of  a current exhibit at the Society but sometimes are 
just to view a particular exhibit at the destination mu-

seum. That was the case in our visit to the Griswold, 
where we toured a marvelous exhibit of  American 
Impressionist paintings done at Giverny as well as the 

Griswold House and gardens where many American 
Impressionist painters spent their summers.
If  you have suggestions for destinations for these trips 

—a particular museum or exhibit that you think might 
make an interesting day trip, please contact any of  the 
committee members by calling the office at 329-1183. 
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Ré Telep, Gay Coffin, Lisa Carena, Katherine Smith & Anne Ramsey



Chairman’s Corner
It was great to see so many of  you at the Annual Meeting in 
June. The room was a bit warm, but it was a wonderful meet-
ing. Each of  our attending volunteers received a certificate of  
recognition and our new Stamford Historical Society bookmark 

(on sale for only $3 each). I thank each and every one of  you for 
your contributions to the Society, and apologize for any inad-
vertent omissions. I will only mention a few people so you have 

an idea of  the scope of  our volunteer network. Irene Hahn’s 
website and blog keep us connected to the world at large. Jane 
Flounders, former board chair, is our liaison to new and current 

volunteers and heads up our docent program. Ron Marcus pro-
vides leadership for our top-notch library committee and re-
search volunteers. Rosemarie Vacca heads up the group that 
runs The Shop Downstairs, an income-generating store filled 

with new and used “treasures.” Margaret Bowen runs our Col-
lections Committee, helping oversee the many artifacts housed 
in our collections. Mary Ann Lawlor worked with board mem-

bers Lambrina Mathews and Carolyn Simon to organize this 
year’s marvelous trip to The Florence Griswold Museum. We 
can always use another hand. Please contact the Society if  you 

are interested in volunteering.
 Each year, an especially dedicated volunteer is honored at 
the Annual Meeting. This year, the Virginia T. Davis Distin-
guished Service Award went to Frank Zurzola. Frank has 

worked with the Society in many capacities. He is a docent for 
our Immigrant’s Stamford program, a volunteer in The Shop 
Downstairs, and a living history liaison to shut-ins. Please visit 

our website to learn more.
 At the June meeting, we also welcomed our new board 
members: Tom Anderson, Dahlia “Pobie” Johnston, and Katie 

Knechtle. After the formal meeting, a number of  local History 
Day winners presented their projects. The level of  scholarship 
and creativity exhibited by these middle-school and high-school 
students continues to amaze us each year. Thank you to Rich-

ard Harper for making this opportunity available to us.
 We opened a new exhibit this spring: “Lost Streets 
of  Stamford.” Those of  us who were able to attend the 

opening were mesmerized by Executive Director Dr. 
Thomas Zoubek’s talk on the early years of  urban 
renewal in Stamford. “Lost Streets” is a precursor to 

the larger “Urban Renewal: The Emergence of  Mod-
ern Stamford” exhibit, which opens at the Palace 

Theatre on September 25. Thanks to the sponsorship 
of  F.D. Rich, Dr. Zoubek has been able to spend a 
great deal of  time researching and creating our up-
coming exhibit. Volunteer Mike Pastore has been of  

invaluable aid in reproducing the historic photos that 
illustrate the progress of  change in downtown Stam-
ford. Please join us for the opening of  “Urban Re-

newal” at the Stamford Center for the Arts. Look for 
your invitation at the end of  the summer!

Our second annual gala at the Hibernian Hall was 

quite an event.  As any of  the attendees will tell you, 
the setting was lovely, the music was lively, and the 
food delectable. The Historical Society holds a number 
of  fundraising events each year. We hope that you at-

tend the ones of  most interest to you and join your 
friends in the community in the opportunities offered 
by the Society to learn and have fun. Your interest and 

support is vital to the health of  the Society. Please con-
tinue to help us preserve your history. See you in Sep-
tember.

    —Pam Coleman, Chairman

	 	 	         The Stamford Historical Society
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Chairman Pam Coleman with Bruce Harris, publicist for Honorary 
Gala Chair Rosemary Harris (author of  Pushing Up Daisies) 
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Volunteers for History
A new school year is upon us, and with all of  the exciting devel-
opments taking place the Society will need more help than ever, 
and that means more volunteers. We are especially in need of  
volunteers to help with the exhibits, and we always need people 

to work in our photo archive scanning and printing photos for 
exhibits. We also still need help with our inventory as well as 
other things, and if  you (or someone you know) can help the 

Society, please contact the office at 203-329-1183 or send us an 
email at stamfordhistory@gmail.com

Construction Update
Please excuse any closures or inconveniences as we begin to 
upgrade our building! Work will begin this fall and will continue 
into 2009. We look forward to our new boiler, many new win-

dows and a central air conditioning system for our collections. 
Thank you, City of  Stamford! 

Touch-a-Truck
Join us on Saturday, Oct. 4 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Society. 
Climb aboard new and antique vehicles. Face painting is in-

cluded. Admission $5 (ages 4 and up).
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Have something you would like us to include in the next issue? 

Email us at stamfordhistory@gmail.com
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