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An event-filled year
Renovations, courtesy of Viking Construction,
are just about over at 1508 High Ridge Road.
We have new windows, doors and a new
heating system. So far, this has resulted in a
roughly 25% reduction in oil consumption.

Our old refrigerator died over the winter. We
use the appliance daily for staff and volunteers.
It is also important for storing foods for our
events and for party rentals. Planet TV and
Appliances angelically bestowed a brand new
GE refrigerator upon the Stamford Historical
Society in the spring. Please be sure to express
your thanks for their generosity when shopping
at their High Ridge Road location.
Another big change at our facility can be found
in the auditorium. The windows have been
uncovered and the walls freshly painted in a
pale yellow Benjamin Moore historical color.
Brandman’s Paint and Decorating Centers
kindly donated all the paint for the project.
Joe’s Painting did a beautiful job painting the
auditorium and gave us a significant discount.
Business owner Joe Araujo (858–5682) has
offered to discount any work done for Stamford
Historical Society members.
Be sure to come see “Best Face Forward:
Portraits from the Society’s Collection,”
currently on display in the Red Gallery. Our
“members only” opening for the exhibit was

well attended. Guests expressed pleasure at
having an opportunity to view such a wide
variety of portraits and subjects. The exhibit
offers yet another way to view the history of
Stamford.
Our Wine Tasting Benefit brought many
Society members and supporters out to our
headquarters on a blustery Thursday evening.
We netted more than $2,000 from this event.
Guests enjoyed samples of crisp whites and
complicated reds courtesy of Country Wine and
Spirits (2627 High Ridge Road). Owner Janice
Spadaro generously offered to donate a dollar a
bottle to the Stamford Historical Society, if you
mention the wine tasting when purchasing wine
from her store for the next few weeks.
I hope to see you all at the annual meeting at
7:00 pm on June 8th. New board members will
be elected and the annual winner of the
Virginia T. Davis Stamford Historical
Society Distinguished Service Award
will be announced. Local History Day
winners will also share their projects.
Show your support for Stamford’s most
vital cultural institution and join us on
June 8th!
—Pamela Coleman
Above The new refrigerator arrives
Far Left Our new side entrance
Left Office Manager Haideh MolaviWassey views her new window
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“Cozy Sundays”
An idea whose time has come?

“Amazing!” two recent visitors exclaimed when they got a glimpse
at the profusion of historic treasures locked away in the Society’s
upper rooms. “Beautiful!” they cried when they saw the newly
painted auditorium with its brand-new windows, comfortable
chairs and well-equipped kitchen. Thus the idea of “Cozy Sundays”
was born.
It is based on the assumption that many of our members and
Stamford neighbors are not fully aware of the depth and breadth
of the historic treasures in the Society’s collections. Our library is
justly famous, but how many of us are familiar with the unique
collections of maps, landscape paintings, chairs, postcards,
kitchen utensils, dolls, toys, textiles, military uniforms, gowns,
photographs, quilts, 18th century tea wares and pottery and much
more?

favorite things in the Society’s own special collections. Light
refreshments will be served during the social time following each
presentation. Watch for the announcement of specific dates in
March and May beginning next spring, 2010.

Stamford Historical Society
Members’ Survey of Interest
Kindly review the topics below and indicate your interest
by marking an X in the appropriate column. Please deposit
completed forms in the “Cozy Sundays” basket at the
reception desk. If you would prefer, you may complete and
return the survey form found on the Society’s website, www.
stamfordhistory.org.

—Mary Ann Lawlor

We plan to present a series of informal Sunday afternoon events
featuring a “Show and Tell” by our volunteer docents about their

PROPOSED PROGRAM TOPIC
1. “Please Be Seated”
Favorite chairs from the Society’s fabled Cruikshank Collection.
2. “Wish You Were Here”
Favorite postcards from the Society’s extraordinary collection.
3. “Maps for Map Lovers”
Favorite maps from the Society’s rare maps collection.
4. “What Was This Used For?”
Favorite kitchen utensils and household tools.
5. “Through the Eyes of Local Artists”
Favorite landscape paintings.
6. “Candid Camera”
Favorite funny photographs from Stamford’s past.
7. “We were all tea drinkers then”
Favorite 18th century pottery tea wares.
8. “Crazy for Quilts!”
Favorite quilts and embroidered samplers
9. “Teddy Bears’ Tea Party” (Children 4-12 with adult)
Bring a teddy, doll or action figure to see favorite antique dolls and toys.
10. “Prom Night Back in the Day” ( Teens & Adults )
Military uniforms & evening gowns.
11. “Living in Colonial Times” (Children with adult)
Treasures from Hoyt-Barnum House.
If you have other topics to suggest, please jot them down on a separate sheet
and deposit them in the “Cozy Sundays” basket.
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The Stamford Historical Society
Puts Its Best Face Forward
On April 26th the Stamford Historical Society’s most recent
exhibit, Best Face Forward, opened to an enthusiastic audience.
The exhibit features some 30 portraits from the Society’s collection.
The earliest portraits in the exhibit date to the first half of the
19th century and the latest date to the later 20th century. They
are done in a variety of styles but most are realistic. All of the
people in the portraits have some kind of relation to Stamford and
its history. Some are politicians, such as Mayor Julius Wilensky
(1968–73). Others are industrialists, such as Blickensderfer, whose
typwriter factory operated in Stamford prior to the First World
War. Still others are merchants and traders, such as Edward Duffy,
a 19th century Irish immigrant to Stamford who served in the
government, but who also dealt in real estate and ran a tavern.
There are also a number of paintings of women, such as Harriet
Davenport, wife of banker Theodore Davenport. The portraits are
accompanied by a number of items that have relevance to those
portrayed. In addition, where known, short biographies of the
painters of the works are included as well as information on the
individual depicted.
The exhibit is more than an art show, however, as it also seeks
to illustrate the positive change made to portraits when they are
fully restored. The restoration process and final results are shown
through the use of both restored and unrestored portraits and
photos documenting the before and after states of restored works.
By examining the works, those viewing the exhibit can appreciate
the effort that goes into conserving a work of art as well as the
need for paintings to be stored
appropriately in environments
that are not overly lit and that
have controlled temperature
and humidity. Sadly, even after
restoration, some damage will still
show.
The Society exhibit is also intended
as a fundraiser. The hope is that
some who view the portraits in need
of conservation and restoration
might “adopt” one by helping to
defray the cost of this work. A
number of portraits and frames are
in need of attention, including the
portrait of Judge Charles Davenport
Lockwood, a founder of Cummings
and Lockwood law firm, as well as
the aforementioned Duffy portrait.
Forms are available at the exhibit for
those wanting to adopt a painting

to do so. Anyone interested in adopting a painting can also contact
the Stamford Historical Society by phone (203) 329–1183 or via
our website: www.stamfordhistory.org. Viewers will appreciate the
great difference in the appearance of a work before and after even a
simple cleaning. Many details, colors and nuances of a work will be
invisible prior to cleaning.
We invite all to view our Best Faces that will be on view through
early September. They are found in our newly refurbished Red
Gallery. Special acknowledgement for working on this exhibit and
making it a reality must be made to Margaret Bowen, Jennifer
Peters and new volunteer Lisa Peslo.
—Thomas Zoubek

Above Executive
Director Thomas Zoubek,
Dan Doak, Suzann
Emmens, and Irene Hahn
at Best Face opening
Left Learning in
Retirement members Bob
and June Langenhan and
Helen Ueberbacher enjoy
the exhibit
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Did you know—

In the Library—

On a recent Saturday two students
from Stamford’s Academy of
Information Technology and
Engineering (AITE) came to the
Society with their teacher to perform
a great service for us. The teacher,
Steve Castagneto, helped us when
we were mounting the Davenport
Exhibit a few years ago. He brought
students to the old Town Hall to
photograph the WPA mural, The
Dark Day, for inclusion in our
exhibit. This time Mr. Castagneto’s
students, Carolina Soluhub and
Wesley Bemus, photographed the
entire Portrait Exhibit. Thanks to
these two students, we will have
professional quality photographs to
put on our website for a tour of Best
Face Forward and a lasting record of
the exhibit..

Among the various categories of books in the
Historical Society’s library is that of memoirs.
These are not the accounts of celebrities,
political or military figures that are published
for the general reading public, but items that
are usually written for the author’s immediate
family and/or friends and printed in small
editions. During the past year we have been
fortunate to have been given several of these
works, some of which are listed as follows.
1. Gorn, Mordechai Martin: Journey to
fulfillment, Block Publishing Company, New
York, 1979. The author’s account of life in
imperial Russia through the Revolution. He
graphically recalls his emigration to America,
ultimately, by happenstance, arriving in
Stamford with but 86 cents to his name. Mr.
Gorn eventually became an electrical contractor
and established an electronic instrument firm.
2. Lodato, Philip and Lodato-Suppa, Phyllis:
My father’s voice – A memoir, 2008. The author
served in the 100th Infantry Division in Europe
during WWII. Included is a verbatim copy of
his diary, kept while a prisoner of war. Rich
in details of family life here in Stamford, it
includes an account how his family established
the United House Wrecking Company.

We are on Facebook: Search the
Internet (with Google or another
search engine) for “Friends of the
Stamford Historical Society.”

3. Morgan, Ethel Palmer: Reminiscences,
Privately printed, Princeton, 1964. A daughter
of Lowell M. Palmer, whose estate existed on
the West Side of Stamford during the early
20th century. She describes life in detail with
particular attention to its plantings of trees,
shrubs, rose gardens, ferns, rhododendrons,
azaleas, andromeda, evergreens and more.
4. Moriarty, Patrick: Sons of Stamford: A memoir.
Submitted to the Department of English of
Amherst College in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of Bachelor of Arts
with honors. April 2009. Also available at:
www.youpublish.com/people/70517. This thesis
is about the author’s grandfather, Jack Moriarty,
who was a member of the Stamford Police
Department for 50 years. Interesting insights
into the city of Stamford as its economic base
evolved from industrial to corporate.
5. Rich, Frank D., Jr.: Recollections and
Reflections with assorted Chronicles of Small Beer,
2007. The author provides insight into growing
up in Stamford: education, working with his
father and brother in the construction business,
family matters, the arts and numerous other
facets of his life.
—Ronald Marcus
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