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A Major Milestone
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100th Anniversary of
Society’s Incorporation
This year the Society celebrates its 100th Anniversary of Incorporation.
Although the Stamford Historical Society was
founded in 1901, it took a number of years
before the Society met regularly. After meeting
five times between October of 1901 and March
of 1902, the Society did not meet again until the
fall of 1905. From then on, monthly meetings
were held, other than during the summer
months of July and August. This practice
continues today as there is no August meeting of
the Board. It was not until 1909 that the Society
was recognized by the State of Connecticut as an
incorporated body. Colonel Woolsey Hopkins,
Society President (1901–09), had appointed a
committee to see to this goal as early as 1907,
but it was not until after his death that the goal
was realized under the Society’s second president
Frederick G. Mather (1909–23). In order to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of incorporation,
the Society is putting together a centennial
exposition, 100 Years in the Making: Highlights
from the Society’s Collections, that will chronicle
our history as well as show off some of the finest
pieces in our collections.
The hallway will illustrate the history of the
Society from its inception in October of 1901
to the present. The biographies of some of our
charter members will be featured in addition to
pamphlets, photos, flyers and newsletters put
out by the Society over the years. We are also
endeavoring to include photos of every one of
our past presidents from Colonel Hopkins to
the present. The exhibit will give the viewer
a thorough understanding about where the
Society has been in the past, what have been its
chief foci and concerns, and where we are going
in the future. Featured will be a mini-exhibit
about our Hoyt Barnum House, including
a scale model of the house built in the 1960s.

HBH was acquired by the Society in 1943 but
did not serve as its headquarters until 1950. It
was at an historic board meeting when, after
hearing a poem composed by Mrs. Hilliard,
long-serving SHS Board Secretary, in which the
House was given a voice through the poem, the
Board decided unanimously to make HBH its
home. The Society did not move to its present
address until 1984.
The Red and Halliday Galleries will feature some
of our most prized pieces from the collections.
The objects will be presented in much the same
style as in the American Wing of the Met. The
exhibit will be arranged chronologically with
room-like settings interspersed with cases filled
with objects pertaining to national events as they
affected Stamford, such as the Revolutionary and
Civil Wars and WWI and II. Many of the items
that will be displayed have either not been shown
or have not been seen for a very long time by
the public. Included will be furniture, decorative
items, textiles and memorabilia.
I would like to thank our great team of volunteers
mentioned elsewhere who made this all possible.
Their efforts have given the Society better control
of its collections. They have also helped us to
preserve items. Each one of our volunteers has
contributed to this exhibit and to the strength of
the Society. We look forward to seeing all at the
opening of the exhibit on October 25 when we
will celebrate the Society’s 100th!
—Thomas Zoubek, PhD

C H A I R M A N’ S
Autumn is nearly upon us and we look forward to the return of the
school groups to our Hoyt Barnum House. Don’t forget, you can
call 329–1183 to make an appointment to come visit our 1699
homestead with friends and family.
October heralds the return of our increasingly popular TouchA-Truck Day. Fire trucks, construction vehicles and historic
conveyances will be on display for viewing and climbing on
October 3 at 1508 High Ridge Road. The event is open from 1:00–
4:00 pm and includes face painting for the children. Yummy snacks
and baked goods will be available for purchase.
This is a big year for The Stamford Historical Society, Inc. We are
celebrating our 100th birthday! Dr. Thomas Zoubek, Executive
Director, is acting curator for our new exhibit, “100 Years in
the Making: Highlights from the Society’s Collections,” which
opens on October 25. The exhibit is a retrospective view of
our organization and reflects the changes that have occurred in
Stamford over the past century.

C O R N E R

You, your friends and your relatives are all invited to The Stamford
Historical Society’s 100th Birthday Celebration from 12:00–4:00
on the 25th of October. Join us as we eat ice cream and cake and
honor the Society’s centennial as a community icon. The party
will include music, magic and entertainment for the whole family.
Don’t forget to save the date.
Our Victorian Tea returns to the fall schedule this year. You can
contact the Historical Society after October 5 to make your
reservation. Dr. Zoubek will offer a gallery talk on our exhibit,
sharing amusing anecdotes on the history of the Stamford
Historical Society. An authentic Victorian Tea will follow the talk,
complete with finger sandwiches and elegant tea service. I hope to
see you at this much loved event.
The Board of Directors continues to focus on maintaining a fiscally
healthy organization. We thank our many, many volunteers who
make this possible. Do let us know if you have any suggestions for
programming or if you would like to volunteer in some capacity.
—Pam Coleman, Chairman

S O C I E T Y

N E W S

Eagle Scout Project

In the Library—

In January, Alex Zavoluk came to the Society with a request. He
had previously done research in our library and was in the process
of finding a project for his quest for his Eagle Scout designation.
He wondered if there weren’t something he could do to help the
Society. At that time, we were in the beginning stages of the window
renovation which curtailed our ability to serve the community. Over
the next month, Alex met with both Tom Zoubek and me as we
worked out a project that would meet the BSA requirements and
at the same time put us back in proper working condition once the
renovation work was completed. It took until late April for Alex to
get approval of his project. He spent the winter and early spring
months organizing, soliciting support, and planning the entire
project. While this work was a learning experience for Alex, it was
also a learning experience for me. I had no idea of the amount of
detailed careful work that went into an Eagle Scout project.
In mid-May, Alex and his team, comprised of fellow scouts, family
and friends appeared at our doors. They worked hard. They worked
carefully. By the end of June, we were clean, organized and ready
for business. Perhaps you read the story in the Advocate about Alex
and his quest for the Eagle Scout designation. He still has a couple
of Scout boards to present his completed report to. His record of
the project is contained in a large 3-ring notebook, a copy of which
he will present to the library for our records. He should have word
about his Eagle Scout designation soon.
Society volunteers and staff who came in contact with these young
people have been impressed with them. They enjoyed the service they
were giving and even enjoyed learning bits and pieces of Stamford
history along the way. Thank you, Alex, and good luck.
—Jane Flounders

In the midst of the numerous histories of Stamford, there are several
works that were written about a specific section or neighborhood
within our community. Each of these areas is but a section of the
whole city, yet each has its own distinctive history. If you are a
resident of or simply curious about one of them, the following items
can be consulted during regular hours at the Society’s library.
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Bruenig, Lisa Pierce. “In seclusion: The stately downtown neighborhood of Revonah is one of Stamford’s best-kept secrets.” Living in
Stamford 2000 Oct; Vol. 2 (No. 5) pp. 25-31.
Burns, Rosemary H. Springdale remembered: the history of a section
of Stamford, Connecticut, 1640-1949. Stamford Historical Society,
1982; viii, 216 pp.
De Forest, John L. Once upon a long, Long Ridge: a memoir of a Connecticut community. Stamford Historical Society, 1995, xix, 235 pp.
Kerschus, Nils. The history of Glenbrook (formerly New Hope). Glenbrook Neighborhood Association, 2005; 18 pp.
Majdalany, Jeanne. The early history of Long Ridge Village 1700-1800.
Stamford Historical Society, 1977; (6), 60 pp.
Majdalany, Jeanne. The History of the Cove in Stamford, Connecticut.
Stamford Historical Society, 1979; (6), 122 pp.
Nova, Susan. “Charting Shippan’s history.” Living in Stamford 2000
Apr-May; Vol. 2 (No. 2) pp. 18-25, 27-29.
—Ronald Marcus

Stamford Historical Society
Receives Conservation Bookshelf
Treasured objects and artifacts held by the Society will be preserved
for future generations with help from the IMLS Connecting to
Collections Bookshelf, a core set of conservation books and online
resources donated by the Institute of Museum and Library Services
(IMLS). IMLS has now awarded almost 3,000 free sets of the IMLS
Bookshelf, in cooperation with the American Association for State
and Local History (AASLH).
The Society did not have any current materials related to conservation,
preservation and storage of our collections, and these books will
greatly aid us as we seek to better house and police our items.
“When IMLS launched this initiative to improve the dire state of our
nation’s collections, we understood that the materials gathered for
the Bookshelf would serve as important tools for museums, libraries,
and archives nationwide,” said Anne-Imelda Radice, Director of
IMLS. “We were both pleased and encouraged by the overwhelming
interest of institutions prepared to answer the call to action, and we
know that with their dedication, artifacts from our shared history
will be preserved for future generations.”
The Stamford Historical Society was awarded this essential set of
resources based on an application prepared by the Director describing
the needs and plans for the care of its collections. The IMLS Bookshelf
focuses on collections typically found in art or history museums
and in libraries’ special collections, with an added selection of texts
for zoos, aquaria, public gardens, and nature centers. It addresses
such topics as the philosophy and ethics of collecting, collections
management and planning, emergency preparedness, and culturally
specific conservation issues.
The IMLS Bookshelf is a crucial component of Connecting to
Collections: A Call to Action, a conservation initiative that the
Institute launched in 2006. IMLS began the initiative in response to
a 2005 study it released in partnership with Heritage Preservation, A
Public Trust at Risk: The Heritage Health Index Report on the State of
America’s Collections. The multi-faceted, multi-year initiative shines a
nationwide spotlight on the needs of America’s collections, especially
those held by smaller institutions which often lack the human and
financial resources necessary to adequately care for their collections.

How I Spent My Summer Vacation
First came Amanda Bucci, a sophomore at Eastern Connecticut
State University. She told us she was hoping to major in Museum
Sciences. She wasn’t able to find a job this summer, so she was
interested in volunteering with us. Tom Zoubek immediately put
her to work as the lead worker on our long hoped for inventory.
Amanda sorted, cleaned, noted, measured, cross referenced, hand
lettered accession numbers and compiled inventory records for items
in our porcelain, toy, arms, baskets, boxes and small silver pieces. Her
summer began to take on a feel of a personal seminar in curatorial
tasks. Subsequently, she went to work polishing chairs and tables as
well as correcting curatorial notes for these collections.
The shortage of summer employment opportunities soon brought
Caroline Johnson, Colgate 2011, to us. She began working in the
chair room, which had been cleaned of the heavy dirt and dust by
Alex Zavoluk’s Boy Scout team. Ronnie Minkoff joined Caroline
right after her graduation from West Hill High School. The two
became our chair experts. They were later joined by Amanda, and

together they cleaned, measured, checked accession numbers and
matched records for our collection of wood chairs. They even moved
on to work on the furniture in the table and mirror room.
Elizabeth Packer, Vassar 2011, brought organization to our photo
collection which had suffered the loss of our photo archivist this spring.
Elizabeth, working with Dan Ifrate from AITE, reviewed our files and
subject headings making sure that both are in order. Claire Delcourt,
College of William and Mary 2011, is doing a cross departmental
project for us in that she is working with the original Whitman Bailey
drawings housed in our photo collection and matching them to printed
material contained in the research library. The resulting compilation
will be of great benefit to future researchers.
Francesca Fiore, recently graduated from the Fashion Institute of
Technology, found our Textile Collection to be a treasure. She has
worked with Margaret Bowen in dealing with the many items that
had to be postponed because of the window renovation project.
Anna Bishop, University of Southern California 2012, and Freddy
Breslow, Lawrence College 2012, are doing research for Tom
Zoubek for our fall exhibit. They have tracked down biographical
information about many of the Society’s earliest members that will
be used to write captions for our 100th anniversary exhibit.
Thanks to these young volunteers, the Society has made great strides
in our inventory project and we have been able to tackle long delayed
projects. We are thankful to all of these young people and hope they
enjoyed themselves as much as we enjoyed having them with us.
A Correction
In the Spring/Summer 2009 edition article on our Best Face
Forward exhibit, the name of a new volunteer was incorrect. The
new volunteer who assisted in mounting the exhibit was Lisa Preli.
—Jane Flounders

“Cozy Sundays” Survey Results
Although all eleven of the suggested topics received substantial
member support, the top seven picks will be put on our schedule
of Cozy Sundays programs. Cozy Sundays are informal Sunday
afternoon events to be held at the Stamford Historical Society
featuring a “Show and Tell” by one of our docents about some
of their favorite things in the Society’s own special collections of
historic treasures. Light refreshments will be served. Further details
to be announced.
Mar. 21, 2010 “Maps for Map Lovers”
Favorite maps from the Society’s maps collection
May 16, 2010 “What Was This Used for?”
Favorite kitchen utensils and household tools
Mar., 2011
“Candid Camera”
Favorite funny photographs from past
May, 2011
“Through the Eyes of Local Artists”
Favorite landscape paintings
Mar., 2012
“Prom Night Back in the Day” (Teens & Adults)
Favorite military uniforms and evening gowns
May, 2012
“Wish You Were Here”
Favorite postcards from the Society’s extraordinary collection
Alternate Topic “Please Be Seated”
Favorite chairs from the Society’s fabled Cruikshank Collection
—Mary Ann Lawlor
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The Look of
Stamford
a Century
Ago—
East Main Street from
Atlantic Square, 1909
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