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Exhibits at the Stamford Historical Society, or at
any museum, do not magically materialize, although
that may seem the case to a visitor. Frequently,
exhibits are the result of months or sometimes years
of hard work and research. Such was the case with
“Urban Renewal: The Emergence of Modern Stamford”
that adorned the walls of the Palace Theatre for
three months this past autumn. Though the exhibit
recently closed, much of the work that went into
its preparation will form part of a lasting record
for future students and researchers, available via our
website or through our library.
When Robert N. Rich of the F. D. Rich Company
ﬁrst proposed that we create an exhibit on the urban
redevelopment of Stamford from c.1959- the present, it seemed a daunting task. There was no history
written from which to draw and no secondary
sources that provided more than a general view of
what occurred. Similarly, no research had been done

on any primary sources and many of the key participants, especially of the earlier phases, had died.
Fortunately, Stamford Historical Society Board
Member Pobie Johnston had, during her time with
the Citizens’ Action Committee and, later, as the
assistant to Mayor Frederick Lenz, put together
a series of notebooks of clippings documenting
the history of the urban renewal eﬀort as it was
published in the pages of the Advocate, New York
Times, Fairpress and Stamford Shopper. She also
neatly dated virtually every article. These notebooks
covered the period from 1959-1973. A second large
scrapbook put together by Irwin Miller of the Jewish Historical Society, and donated to us, provided
chronologically arranged and dated articles covering
the administration of Mayor Julius Wilensky (19691973). Finally, the clipping archive of the F. D. Rich
Company was explored. Their archive dated back to
1960, but was very spotty until the actual onset of
the construction part of the development project

LEFT Guests viewing the
exhibit “Urban Renewal:
The Emergence of
Modern Stamford” at
the Palace Theatre.
ABOVE Dr. Thomas Zoubek
discusses the exhibit at the
opening reception.
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c.1970. The F. D. Rich information was especially rich for the period
from 1973-1986. Thereafter, their archive is limited; after 1990, no
records were kept.
Once the above base of information was acquired, research began.
Every article was read and any that contained pertinent information
was annotated. A 200+ page annotated bibliography of sources was
created that provided the history for the texts of the exhibit. This was
supplemented by discussions and interviews with some who had been
players in the urban renewal eﬀort including Robert N. Rich, John
Smith, and Pobie Johnston. The Rich archive also contains transcripts
of interviews with others, some of whom were no longer living,
including former Urban Renewal Commission (URC) Directors Pat
Marshall (1960-1968) and Edith Sherman (1976-1984). Members of
the opposition were also heard including Robert Wise and Herbert
Kohn. Additionally, a number of videos had survived from a series
of lectures presented by Renee Kahn and others at the University of
Connecticut during the 1980’s.

An exhibit is nothing without the visual component. Here, the
Historical Society is indebted to Ron Marcus and Colin Skidmore
who scanned innumerable photos, slides and drawings from the
URC ﬁles to create a visual database. These images were printed after
photo selection by our photo archivist Mike Pastore and mounted
by yours truly.
The URC exhibit was, without doubt, the most challenging the
Stamford Historical Society has ever attempted. Yet, it provides an
example of the important work that the society must undertake, if it
is to merit its title as the Municipal Historian of Stamford. I am
pleased to be told by Bob Rich that in the process of researching the
exhibit, I now know more than he has forgotten. This knowledge,
in the form of the photo archive and annotated bibliography, is also
now available to future researchers and posterity.
-Dr. Thomas Zoubek, Executive Director

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

Who is a Volunteer?

LEFT Volunteer Jim
Freebairn helps
present our Colonial
Life Program at the
Hoyt Barnum House.

Volunteers are the life blood of the
Historical Society. They come in
many shapes, sizes and ages ranging
from 13 to near 90!
A youngster might come to the Society to fulﬁll a community service
requirement for his/her school. Sometimes that youngster will continue
with us all through high school and into college. A case in point was
Katie Brown who started as a freshman in the Library and was still
volunteering when she went oﬀ to college.

wants to know that she is thinking of us – and we, of course, are
thinking of her and her many years of service.

Many area schools are introducing the idea of community service
to their student body in hopes of fostering the idea as a lifelong
commitment. Many of our current volunteers got their start that
way, many years ago. Organizations such as ours can only benefit
from this resurgence of service.

Volunteering with the Society can mean a regular, weekly, commitment
of time and talent or a commitment to a project with a limited time
span. Education docents present the story of Colonial Life to school
children each spring and fall. Museum Trip planners work on setting
up one or two trips a year. Board members work on major fund raising
events as well as attending monthly Board meetings. Some volunteers
work offsite – our webmaster rarely comes into the building and
manages the website (www.stamfordhistory.org) from home.

Some of our volunteers come to us as empty nesters or recent retirees.
Some are stay at home moms who have some time to do something
just for their own enjoyment and we are the beneﬁciaries of their time
and talents. All of our volunteers bring their own life experiences to
their volunteer tasks and we are the richer for it.

Two of our newer volunteers have been of special help to us in the
preparation for the installation of new windows, Brian Catino and
James Murphy have worked tirelessly in helping us prepare the Library
and collection rooms for the installation. We could never have been
ready for this project without their help.

One of our volunteers, who has been coming into the Library for
decades, now ﬁnds that macular degeneration makes the drive from
Norwalk impossible. She calls each week to say she won’t be in but

If you have some time and the interest in learning more about Stamford,
give us a call and get involved. It’s worthwhile work, and it’s fun!
-Jane Flounders, Volunteer Coordinator

CHAIRMAN’S CORNER

Welcome to 2009 at the Historical Society
Our new furnace is keeping everyone toasty and warm, windows are
being replaced, and 1508 High Ridge Road remains open for business.
Our intrepid volunteers continue with their research projects, despite
plastic coverings and the need to move books and materials away
from the windows. We look forward to spending time in a more energy
eﬃcient building by the spring.
Looking back at our primary fall event, I am pleased to tell you that
we had 175 guests attend the opening of Urban Renewal: The Emergence of Modern Stamford. This event raised approximately $9,000 for
the Stamford Historical Society. Attendees were quite impressed by the
quality of the exhibit and density of information available. The exhibit
was the largest ever mounted by the Stamford Historical Society and
was certainly the most viewed, open to the public through December
at the Palace Theatre. Guests at the opening enjoyed food prepared by
Best in Gourmet as they toured the exhibit. Speakers included Lt.
Governor Michael Fedele, Mayor Dannel Malloy, Robert N. Rich of
F.D. Rich Company and Dr. Thomas Zoubek, our executive director.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE
FOLLOWING SPRING EVENTS

Touch-A-Truck, as was true last year, drew many young families to the
Society. We had nearly twice as many attendees as in 2007. Families
enjoyed rides in a fire department “command vehicle” (imagine a
golf cart crossed with a race car), tasty treats from the bake sale
and face painting for the children. One of the youngsters’ favorite
activities was a test drive of a mini-excavator on the lap of board
member Michelle Pusser’s husband, Jerry. Come give it a try at next
year’s Touch-A-Truck!

April 26, 2009
THE ANNUAL VICTORIAN TEA, featuring a lecture by Alexander
Katlan, a well known conservator of paintings who has restored a
number of portraits in our collection. He will speak on methods by
which paintings are restored as well as the general care and exhibiting
of paintings. A formal tea will follow the lecture.

Our ﬁnal event of the autumn was our annual Founders’ Day Lecture.
This year, we were fortunate to have former book publisher Paulette
Clark Kaufmann come speak to us about the Selleck family. Her talk
was entitled ON LAND AND SEA: THE SELLECK FAMILY OF
EARLY STAMFORD. Ms Kaufman, herself a Selleck descendent, gave
a fascinating lecture about this prominent Stamford family.
We want to thank Ron Marcus and our library committee for readying
the library and annexes for the renovation. We also would like to thank
Margaret Bowen and Irma Geher in dealing with the textile room.
James Murphy and Brian Catino, two of our younger volunteers also
contribute greatly to this eﬀort.
-Pam Coleman, Chairman
Families enjoy
our second annual
Touch-A-Truck event.

RIGHT

March 29, 2009
MEMBERS ONLY RECEPTION at the opening of our newest
exhibit, Best Face Forward: Portraits from the Collection of the Stamford
Historical Society, which will feature many 19th and 20th century
paintings from our collection. The exhibit will document the process
through which portraits are restored with before and after photos.
Biographies of the people depicted will be provided illustrating their
role in Stamford’s history.

IN MEMORIAM

Robert D. Towne (1918-2008)
It is with sadness that we report the passing of Bob Towne, longtime
volunteer at The Stamford Historical Society. Bob was a resident of the
Stamford and Darien area for 82 years. He graduated from Stamford
High School in 1934 and from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in
Troy, NY in 1938 with a degree in industrial engineering. Before his
retirement, he was president of the W.L. Towne Advertising Agency in
New York City.
Bob was a mainstay of the society’s Marcus Research Library, compiling and creating research material, and assisting the public on a weekly
basis, often going beyond the call. This writer remembers him fondly,
not only as a great source of information for her website projects, but
from many friendly chats. Although “retired” from the library, he still
attended the monthly meetings of the Library Committee until
shortly before his death. He was the recipient of the Virginia T. Davis,
Stamford Historical Society, Distinguished Service Award, and a past
member of the Board of Directors, where he served as treasurer.
He created a number of manuscript collection ﬁnding aids (“Record
Groups”) such as Stamford Fire Department - Records 1854-1965 and
Stamford Fire Department - Miscellaneous logs, reports and documents
1901-1982 as well as a related item: Stamford Fire Department- Records

of Historic Origins and Events (listings and descriptions of fires,
construction of ﬁre stations, purchase of equipment, etc., with each
entry’s source is cited). Another major project of his were The Grand
Lists (Taxation in Stamford, CT from 1641 to the Code of 1821).
Bob was also active in organizing reunions for both high school and
college, including a seventy-second reunion for his Stamford High
School class a few years ago. He was a bridge Life Master and enjoyed
ballroom dancing.

All of us who worked with Bob over
the years will miss his knowledge and
wise council. It can be truly said of
him that he was the personification
of a ‘gentleman and a scholar.’
RON MARCUS, SOCIETY LIBRARIAN
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