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SEARCH SOCIETY’S RESEARCH
HOLDINGS THROUGH FERGUSON
Information about books and pamphlets in the collection of the Society’s Research Library
may now be retrieved in searches of Ferguson Library’s online catalog.
Using dedicated software installed on a computer at the Research Library, Society volunteers
can continuously add local holdings information to records already in the Ferguson database
and create new records for items not in the Ferguson collection. Specialized sources like the
Collections of the Connecticut Historical Society have been analyzed to provide author, title and subject access to the contents of each volume.
The online catalog treats the Research Library as if it were a Ferguson branch. Records for
works in the Research Library collection contain a message that a copy is available at the Stamford Historical Society Research
Library and give the classification
number. Online catalog users
may also limit searches to items
held at the Research Library.
In addition to providing a
machine-readable record of Research Library holdings, the ongoing project makes the Society’s
resources more accessible to the
community. They are available
for use at the Research Library,
Tuesday through Saturday from
noon to 4 p.m.

Search the catalog at www.fergusonlibrary.org.
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Volunteer Spotlight:
Genny and Frank Zurzola
It started about 10 years ago when Genny, an avid tag-sale and
thrift-shop shopper, began to volunteer at the Society’s shop
downstairs. Frank would often accompany Genny when she
came to work in the shop and slowly he became interested in
the Society. It was about this time when work was underway on
the Cultural Mosaic exhibit, which eventually became one of
our most important and popular programs, Immigrants’ Stamford.
Frank helped mount the Cultural Mosaic exhibit. He and
Genny worked on setting up the tenement for the exhibit.
When the program was redesigned and turned into our Immigrants’ Stamford program, Frank became the voice of the
tenement. Over the years he has captured the attention of students as well as their teachers and chaperones with his stories of
growing up on Pacific Street. He became such an important
part of the program that even The Advocate fell under his spell.
An article about Frank and his part in the Immigrants’ Stamford program led to a presentation to him of his Stamford High
School class ring by the then principal of Stamford High, Tony
Pavia. One of Frank’s stories had touched on life during the
Depression when he did not have enough money to purchase
his ring.
Frank has also become the voice of old Stamford for The
Friendly Connections organization. About five years ago they
came to the Society for help in finding someone to reach out to
older citizens no longer able to get out to senior centers for socialization. Frank was a natural – you can often find him sitting
in the volunteer area of the office, talking on the telephone to
10 or more shut-ins – reliving life in Stamford in the ’30s and
’40s, taking a verbal walk along Broad Street or Atlantic Street
or Pacific Street, to the delight of his audience.
Genny and Frank are still weekly volunteers for the Society
and can be found in The Shop Downstairs. Frank can also be
found speaking to students either at the Society or at their
schools, telling them what life was like “back in the day.” In
both roles, the Zurzolas volunteer time and talent for the benefit
of the Society.
DONATION NEEDED: New or nearly new laptop computer. Contact the Society if you have one to spare.

Gala Fundraiser to Be Held April 26
Last year, the Society’s annual fundraiser was a swing
dance at the Italian Center. Our gala was an opportunity
for supporters and friends of our organization to meet in
an enjoyable setting. We hope to capture that magic again
on the evening of Saturday, April 26, at the Hibernian
Hall. Once again, there will be live music for your dancing pleasure and tempting raffle prizes. Canvas bags with
the Society’s logo will be on sale. They’re perfect for those
of you who are ready to go “green!” The Best in Gourmet will be providing culinary delights, accompanied by
wine, beer and soft drinks.
Tell your friends and relatives to join us. Buy a corporate table and support a worthwhile community icon.
Detailed information will be sent to our members and
will be available on our website.

Join Us as We Visit the Griswold Museum
Join the Society on a daytrip to the Florence Griswold Museum
on Thursday, June 12. The Florence Griswold Museum is a
national historic landmark that was once home to a group of
artists known as the Lyme Art Colony, the center of American
Impressionism. Situated on the Lieutenant River in Old Lyme,
Ct., the museum includes the historic Griswold home and gardens, a riverfront gallery, a restored artist’s studio, and a renowned American art collection. The bus will depart at 8:30
a.m. Orientation and refreshments will be provided on the ride.
At the museum, the group will tour the exhibit, “Impressionist
Giverny: American Painters in France, 1885-1915,” as well as
the Griswold Home, which is staffed with a guide who will give
the group an introduction to the site. Before lunch, the group
will have some free time to browse the Museum Shop, take selfguided tours of the grounds and gardens, or walk along the
scenic Lieutenant River. Lunch is included in the ticket price.
The group will enjoy a three-course luncheon at the Old Lyme
Inn, located just across the street from the museum on historic
Lyme Street. After the bus departs for Stamford in the early
afternoon, an old movie will be shown and refreshments will be
served. Tickets for the day are $90 for members, $95 for nonmembers. Seats are limited, so call 203-329-1183 to reserve
your tickets.
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Chairman’s Corner
Winter has returned to Stamford. The holiday season has
ended, and you’re looking for indoor activities. Come visit the
Stamford Historical Society!
Bring friends and neighbors to see “Digging Up Stamford,”
and learn more about the history of our city from an archaeological perspective. This exhibit will help you understand how
archaeologists and historians can extrapolate the workings of a
civilization from the fragmented artifacts that humans leave
behind.
Curious about your family’s background? Wondering how
your neighborhood evolved? Come visit the Marcus Library at
the Stamford Historical Society to learn the answers to your
questions. Our experienced research librarians will help you
solve any puzzle centered on local history. Our library is open
from noon to 4 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday, and is free for
members. Parking is free and plentiful.
When snow and ice keep you from visiting the Society, there
is another option. Knowledge and entertainment are only a
click away when you visit www.stamfordhistory.org. View past
exhibits. Use our online bibliography of Stamford for your research. Peruse fascinating photos of Stamford from our collection.
We have also started a blog (stamfordhistory.typepad.com),
maintained by webmaster Irene Hahn, reachable through our
website. Please add your comments and stories about you, your
family and Stamford.
Thank you to our many volunteers who are the backbone of
the Society, particularly during our successful fall events. By
contributing your time, you help to preserve and share with
others the history of our city. I look forward to socializing with
all of you at the second annual gala on April 26.

—Pam Coleman, Chairman
The Stamford Historical Society

Director’s Report
The Society had a busy fall with our Touch-a-Truck event, the
Founders’ Day talk by Connecticut State Archaeologist Nicholas Bellantoni and our Victorian Tea. Dr. Bellantoni’s talk focused on the archaeological history of Connecticut and referenced our exhibit, “Digging Up Stamford.”

Members and friends sample treats at last year’s Victorian Tea.
We at the Society are spending these short winter days preparing for an equally busy 2008. A number of projects are continuing, most importantly our ongoing inventory. The Society
has applied for a $500,000 capital grant from the City of Stamford for this fiscal year to help cover the cost of installing new
windows and doors in our High Ridge Road facility. The installation of the new windows will hopefully follow close on the
heels of our new boiler, which is due to be in place this summer.
This will provide two boilers: a main one to heat the building
and a secondary emergency boiler. Once these items are completed, the Society will be looking to the City for additional
funding to cover the installation of a modern HVAC system
which will give us, for the first time, control of heat and humidity in the building to help us safeguard our collections. With all
this work slated, we have continued to inventory the collection
with an eye to our mission and how various items fit our goals.
The ceramic collection inventory was completed this past December.
We are also gearing up for the next exhibit, titled “Lost
Streets of Stamford,” which will be opening on Sunday, April
13, at 2 p.m. This exhibit of photographs will depict many of
the streetscapes and structures of the downtown area prior to
Urban Renewal. Most of the photos come from the Urban Renewal Commission and were recently compiled by the Society’s
librarian, Ron Marcus, and Colin Skidmore of the Historic
Neighborhood Preservation group. This mini-exhibit will be a

continued next page
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continued from previous page
preview of a much larger exhibit on the urban renewal of
Stamford that is to take place at the end of September at the
Palace Theatre downtown. Robert N. Rich of F. D. Rich Co.
has kindly lent us clipping files from his company records to
help us mount the exhibit and has also generously offered to
fund the project. The Society is also lucky to have notebooks
compiled by Citizens Action Committee member Pobie Johnston. This committee was an active voice during the early stages
of urban renewal and was replaced in 1970 by SACIA.
Finally, we will soon begin the process of applying for operating funds from the City. We are hoping that we will receive at
least the 3 percent increase we did last year, though we are asking for a good deal more. In order to maintain itself in the
competitive cultural environment of the 21st century, the Society wishes to hire a curator as well as other staff. Only by in-

creasing our available funds can the Society effectively reach the
goals it has set for itself in its mission.
As always, we are looking for volunteers. Please let us know
where your interests may lie by calling 329-1183, and keep an
eye on the Society’s website for updates at
www.stamfordhistory.org.

—Dr. Thomas Zoubek
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WANTED: A few good people to serve on our board of directors! Contact Peter Telep at 329-8023 or Pam Coleman at
pamcoleman83@yahoo.com.
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